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ritten in 1936, Jamaica Inn is an historical, romantic
story. In 1939 Alfred Hitchcock co-produced a film
of the book with Charles Laughton, who also starred

in the leading role. Jamaica Inn is set in eighteenth century
Cornwall, when the moors were a wild place. Lonely
farmhouses provided good hideaways for smugglers and
robbers. The deadly sinking bogs were treacherous places.
It is all very different from the lush gentleness of the Helford
Valley that has been home to the book’s heroine, Mary
Yellan for her 23 years. However, now that her mother is
dead, her only family is Aunt Patience and Joss Merlyn,
landlord of Jamaica Inn.

As she travels to her new home, people say to Mary,
‘That’s no place for a girl!’ Mary finds little comfort at
Jamaica Inn where her uncle terrifies everyone around him
and her aunt cowers, a piteous shadow of her former self.
Mary is determined, however, to take care of her aunt, and
to find out what business her uncle deals in. Mary feels very
alone as sinister things happen around her. She has to call
on every last ounce of courage and strength to overcome
her fear and get to the bottom of the mysteries that envelop
Jamaica Inn.

Daphne du Maurier was born in London in 1907 into a
richly artistic family. She grew up in a lively household
where people such as J.M.Barrie and Edgar Wallace often
visited. She was the favourite daughter of her father, actor
Gerald du Maurier, and led an indulged idyllic childhood
with tremendous freedom. However, as Daphne and her
two sisters became adolescents, their father became very
possessive, discouraging friendships with boys and
demanding their attention. Daphne wrote several short
stories about women being used by men, that reveal the
strong influence of her dogmatic father. Daphne, fiercely
independent and embarrassed by her indulgent
upbringing, was determined to support herself, and in 1926
her first novel The Loving Spirit was published. This
brought her fame and her husband, Major Frederick Arthur
Montague Browning, known as ‘Boy’ in his regiment, and
‘Tommy’ to his friends. He was 34 years old when he sailed
in to Fowey harbour in October 1931 to find the author of
the book he so much admired.

They had a quiet wedding, after which they sailed to the
Helford River and moored for the night in Frenchman’s
Creek.

Daphne was not happy when her first and second

children were girls, and immediately employed a nanny to
look after them. When her son, Kits, was born, she doted
on him, forming a strong bond unknown to her daughters.

Daphne and Tommy spent a lot of time apart during and
after the war, when Tommy worked for Prince Philip at
Buckingham Palace. Daphne hated formal socialising, and
the couple found it difficult to share each other’s lives. 

Daphne was attracted to women as well as men, and had
a deep friendship with the actress Gertrude Lawrence.

Despite her writing success, Daphne remained humble
and self conscious about her books. She spent a large
portion of her later life alone, walking the moors and cliff
tops, and sailing the Cornish seas and rivers. In
thunderstorms, she would disappear from home, returning
windswept and drenched hours later.

Daphne lived in Cornwall until her death in 1989.

When Daphne du Maurier wrote Jamaica Inn, Europe was
still recovering from the shock of the First World War, the
Spanish Civil War was raging, and fascism was on the rise.

Many contemporary writers were concerned with
subjects such as war, poverty, psychology, fascism and
religion. Authors like Virginia Woolf and James Joyce,
began to use the new ‘stream of consciousness’ technique
to illustrate the human condition.

Daphne du Maurier ignored the modern trends and wrote
straightforward stories that gripped the imagination of her
reader. She recognised very quickly that it was mainly
women who read her books. She fed her audience’s desire
for adventure, romance, sexuality and mystery with stories
that transported them into the world of their fantasies.

Jamaica Inn was Daphne du Maurier’s fourth novel, and
her first major financial success. After just three months,
more copies of Jamaica Inn had been sold than all the
other three novels put together. Each of these novels was
very different from the one that went before. 

Jamaica Inn is a Gothic, melodramatic tale, packed full of
smugglers, mystery and suspense. The tre a c h e ro u s ,
violent atmosphere of the eighteenth century Corn i s h
moors oozes from every page. 

It is a novel full of violence and death. The drama of the
windswept countryside and the turbulence of the stormy
coastline mirror the violence of the human lives scattered
on the sea and land.
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One theme that runs consistently through du Maurier’s
first four books, is the inequality between the sexes,
showing the plight of women who are the victims. In
Jamaica Inn Daphne du Maurier develops this theme
further. Mary Yellan is a victim from the very beginning of
the novel. First she is a victim of circumstance when her
mother dies and she is forced to move to the only relatives
she has. Mary also becomes a victim at the hands of Joss
Merlyn, who treats her roughly, threatens her, and involves
her as an unwilling witness to his murderous activities.
Mary’s Aunt Patience is also a victim to the brutality of her
husband. She has changed from a happy, smiling woman in
delicate silk dresses to a frightened, drab old lady since her
marriage. But despite the cruelty of her husband, and her
knowledge of the murders he commits, she stands by him
and refuses to leave or to go to the law.

When Mary meets Joss’s brother Jem, she understands
the attraction of the Merlyn boys. Reluctantly, she finds that
she enjoys Jem’s company and is excited by his disregard
for the law and his adventurous spirit. Her head tells her
that the Merlyn boys have no respect for their women, but
her heart leads her to believe she is in love. 

As Aunt Patience is loyal to her husband, so Mary is loyal
to her aunt. Mary has courage and strength of character
which prevents her from running away from Jamaica Inn.
She stays to protect her aunt from Joss Merlyn, and tells
him on their first evening that if he ever hurts Patience she
will set the law against him. This show of courage saves her
from the bully.

Another theme running through the novel is that you
cannot judge someone on first impressions. Mary herself
seems like a fragile young girl, but is actually full of strength,
courage and determination. Joss Merlyn is known as the
worst of the Merlyn boys, a horse thief and a scoundrel, but
by the end of the book he proves that he has some moral
values. The man that Mary trusts throughout the book,
however, the Vicar of Altarnun, with his gentle voice and
kind manner, hides the heart of a cold blooded murderer.

The following teacher-led activities cover the same sections
of text as the exercises at the back of the reader, and
supplement those exercises. For supplementary exercises
covering shorter sections of the book, see the
photocopiable Student’s Activities pages of this Factsheet.
These are primarily for use with class readers but, with the
exception of discussion and pair/group work questions, can
also be used by students working alone in a self-access
centre.

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK
Show students a map of the British Isles and ask them to
find Cornwall. Have a brief whole class discussion about life
in England in the eighteenth century. Put students into small
groups and ask them to write down five adjectives that
might describe Cornwall in the eighteenth century. Discuss
as a whole class. Ask students to look at the front cover of
the book and in their groups write down five adjectives to
describe the book they are about to read. Each group reads
out their adjectives. Discuss.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING A SECTION

Chapters 1–5
Divide students into small groups. One student in each
group says one sentence that describes a character from
the book, without saying who it is. The other members of
the group must guess who the person is. If the others
cannot guess, then the student describes the character
further. The student who guesses right then goes on to
describe another character.

Chapters 6–10
Divide class into small groups. Allocate a chapter to each
group. Each group writes down six questions about that
chapter. Groups then exchange their questions and write
answers for the questions they have received without
looking at the book. Students read out the questions and
their answers. The group that set the questions say whether
the answer is the one they wanted. 

Chapters 11–14
Write down the names of the main characters on the board.
Ask the class to choose an adjective that describes each
character. Write these next to the names. Students work in
pairs or small groups, and think of a situation in the book
where each character displays the attributes of the
adjective that is applied to them. 

Chapters 15–17
Divide the class into small groups. Ask students to invent a
life for the Vicar of Altarnun, before he came to live in the
village. Groups compare their ideas with the other groups in
a whole class discussion.

ACTIVITIESAFTER READING THE BOOK
Pick out some important speeches in the book and write
them on cards. Divide the class into small groups and give
each group copies of the speeches. The groups work out
when and why in the book the speech was made. They say
what has just happened, and what happens next.

It will be useful for your students to know these new words. They are
practised in the exercises at the back of the book. (The definitions are
based on those in the Longman Active Study Dictionary.)

Chapters 1–5
coach (n) a large carriage pulled by horses
creep (v) to move in a quiet, careful way, especially to avoid attracting
attention
inn (n) a small pub or hotel, especially in the countryside
landlord (n) a man who owns or is in charge of a pub
magistrate (n) a man who judges less serious crimes in a court of law
marsh (n) an area of low, flat land that is always wet and soft
misery (n) great suffering or discomfort
moor (n) a wild, open area of high land, covered with rough grass or
low bushes
pedlar (n) a person who used to walk from place to place selling small
things
shutter (n) one of a pair of wooden or metal covers on the outside of a
window
stable (n) a building where horses are kept
wagon (n) a strong vehicle with four wheels used for carrying heavy
loads and pulled by horses

Chapters 11–14
relief (n) a feeling of comfort when something unpleasant has ended or
not happened
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1 Read the introduction. Close the book and see how
much you remember.

(a) Who was Daphne du Maurier’s father? What did
he do?

(b) Where was Daphne mainly educated?

(c) What happened to Daphne in 1926?

(d) What was Daphne’s first full-length book called?

(e) How did this book change her life?

(f) When and where did Daphne die?

(g) Name three other books that she wrote.

(h) Which two short stories were made into films?

CHAPTERS 1–5
Chapters 1 & 2
1 Put the two halves of these sentences together

without looking at the book:

(a) Mary remembers Aunt Patience as

(b) People that Mary meets on her journey

(c) Mary tells her uncle that if he hurts Aunt Patience

(d) Kilmar is

(e) Mary is told to cover her head with the
bedclothes if

(f) Mary’s room is dirty and rough, the bedclothes
are

(i) a great rock like a devil’s hand sticking up into
the sky.

(ii) cannot believe that she is going to Jamaica Inn.

(iii) she hears footsteps or voices in the night.

(iv) she will use the law against him.

(v) too damp to sleep under.

(vi) a smiling woman wearing silk skirts.

2 Why do you think respectable people are afraid to go
to Jamaica Inn? Write down or discuss with another
student.

Chapters 3,4 & 5
1 Are these sentences true or false? Correct the ones

that are false.

(a) The colourful moors surround Jamaica Inn.

(b) Aunt Patience is full of fear when Mary asks her
about the locked room.

(c) On Saturday night Jamaica Inn fills with people
from the nearby villages and Bodmin.

(d) In the middle of the night Mary sees men in the
yard unloading wagons.

(e) Mary hears a man say that he will not steal any
more for Joss Merlyn.

(f) Mary hears footsteps upstairs in the room next to
her bedroom.

(g) Jem tells Mary that the Merlyns do not treat their
women well.

2 Work in pairs. Imagine Mary has a friend who tries to
persuade Mary that she should leave Jamaica Inn.
Mary explains why she cannot leave. Have the
conversation.

CHAPTERS 6–10
Chapters 6,7, & 8
1 Answer these questions. Try not to look at your book!

(a) Who is Mr Bassat?

(b) Why doesn’t Mary tell Mr Bassat the truth?

(c) Why does Mary follow her uncle across the
moor?

(d) How does Mary feel in the vicar’s house?

(e) Why does Mary tell the vicar her story?

(f) How does Aunt Patience behave when Joss is
drunk?

(g) Why did Jem’s mother turn religious?

(h) How will Mary prove she is not afraid of Jem
Merlyn?

(i) What is Joss Merlyn’s secret? How does Mary
find out?

2 Joss Merlyn says to Mary, ‘They ought to have made
you a boy.’

What does this tell you about men and women in the
eighteenth century? Discuss with another student.

Chapters 9 & 10
1 Put these events in the order in which they happen in

the book. Try not to look at the book.

(a) Joss Merlyn and his men kill the driver of Mary’s
carriage.

(b) Jem kisses Mary.

(c) Morning comes and the wreckers fight each
other to get away from the coast.

(d) Jem tells Mary he has never killed a man.

(e) Mary sees the ship being wrecked and hears the
cries of the people on the ship.

(f) Mary tells the Vicar of Altarnun that her uncle is a
wrecker.
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(g) Mrs Bassat buys her own horse back from Jem.

(h) Mary is left alone in Launceston.

2 The Vicar of Altarnun does two things that are
unexpected for a priest. What are they?

3 Mary ‘realised for the first time that love and hate ran
side by side.’ Do you think this is true? Discuss with
another student.

CHAPTERS 11–14
Chapters 11 & 12
1 Who says these things, who are they talking to? What

are they talking about?

(a) ‘I shall see nothing else until my dying day.’

(b) ‘It lies now, if I remember rightly, beneath a 10-
foot bank of sand.’

(c) ‘There’s none of them left to claim it except you
and me.’

(d) ‘It’s other things I have to watch for.’

(e) ‘He shall die for this.’

(f) ‘He is not expected back in Altarnun tonight.’

2 Who or what do you think Joss Merlyn is afraid of?

3 What do you think Mary will do now that she cannot
talk to the Vicar? What would you do?

Chapters 13 & 14
1 Complete the following sentences.

(a) Mary leaves the Vicar ............................................

(b) Mary goes to North Hill where ..............................

(c) Jamaica Inn is silent when Mary returns, because
...............................................................................

(d) When Mary finds her uncle he .............................

(e) Mr Bassat and his men find .................................

(f) The Vicar of Altarnun comes to Jamaica Inn
because ................................................................

2 What do you think Mary will do now? Discuss with
another student.

CHAPTERS 15–17
Chapters 15 & 16
1 Complete the gaps in this summary of these chapters

with these words:

housekeeper powder free refuses
Christmas Eve house shot returns
murderer supper wrecks identify
informs nail moors drink
see hounds escape sleep

The Vicar of Altarnun takes Mary to his

(a)........................... His (b)................................... put

her to bed, and the Vicar gives her a hot

(c)......................... with some (d) ...................................

in it to make her (e)........................ The next evening

the Vicar and Mary have (f)........................ together.

He tells her that it was Mr Bassat who took Jem away

on (g) .......................... ............ Mr Bassat told Jem

that he could go (h)............................. if he gave proof

that Joss Merlyn (i)..................................... ships. Jem

(j) ....................... He (k)................................. from

North Hill, but (l) ..................................... the next day,

and (m)................................. against his brother. The

Vicar tells Mary that Jem found a new (n)

...................... near Jamaica Inn. Francis Davey knows

that this will (o).............................. him as the

(p)...................................... of Joss and Patience. The

Vicar takes Mary deep onto the (q)................... A bank

of cloud comes down so that they cannot

(r)....................... and must stop and sleep. In the

morning they hear (s).............................. They climb

Roughtor, and Francis Davey is (t) .................... by

Jem.

2 What do you think Francis Davey means when he
says ‘I live in the past - long ago in the beginning of
time ...’ Discuss with another student.

Chapter 17
1 Put the words in these sentences in the right order:

(a) evil feels Mary has moors. gone the that of sense
the from

(b) return find to Mary Helford wants to peace. to

(c) his meets driving Mary cart Jem his all with
things.

(d) north turns back Mary on with and travels Jem.
Helford her 

2 What do you think about the ending to the book? Do
you think it is a happy/satisfactory ending? Can you
think of a better way to end the book Discuss with
another student.

3 Imagine you and another student are Mr and Mrs
Bassat. Have a conversation in which you discuss
Mary disappearing off with Jem Merlyn.

1 In Jamaica Inn do you think women are shown to be
weaker than men? Discuss with another student.

2 Do you think Jamaica Inn is (a) a romantic novel (b) an
historical novel or (c) a thriller? Discuss with another
student.

3 ‘People are not always what they seem’. Discuss this
in relation to the characters of Jamaica Inn.

l e v e l

5

P u b l i s h e d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  P e a r s o n  E d u c a t i o n
F a c t s h e e t  w r i t t e n  b y  W  S  F o w l e r

F a c t s h e e t  s e r i e s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  L o u i s e  J a m e s

Activities after reading the book

S t u d e n t ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s

© Pearson Education 2000


