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his book contains three short stories by Bret Harte.
In the first story, The Luck of Roaring Camp, a baby

is born in a wild prospecting town in the United States in
the 19th century. The presence of the baby, who is
nicknamed The Luck changes the behaviour of the miners
but it is doubtful whether he actually brings luck to the
camp, as the camp is hit by a flash flood one night and
several of the cabins are swept away. Both the baby and
the two men who looked after him are killed in the
accident.

Francis Bret Harte was born in New York on 25 August
1836. He is credited with inventing the ‘local color’ style
of American fiction which was taken up by Mark Twain,
Harriet Beecher Stowe and others.

Although he left school at 13, Harte learnt Greek as a
child and was fascinated by the works of Shakespeare,
Dickens, Irving and Fielding. He started writing early – his
poems were first published when he was 11. He worked
in a lawyer’s office and the financial office of a
businessman. In 1854, at the age of 18, he went to
California. The Gold Rush in the state was over by then
but its effects were still being felt. Harte had several jobs
including teacher, printer, messenger and journalist on the
‘Northern Californian’ newspaper. He campaigned for
rights for the Indians and Mexicans in the area and in fact
left the newspaper after protesting about a massacre of
Indians in 1860. He got married and moved to San
Francisco, There he published Condensed Novels which
were parodies of classic writers such as Dickens. He
became the editor of ‘The Californian’ and at one time
employed Mark Twain as a journalist. In 1868, while he
was still working as an editor, he wrote The Luck of
Roaring Camp which made him world-famous. By 1871
the ‘Atlantic Monthly’ was paying him a world-record fee
of $10,000 for 12 stories in one year. But, financially
speaking, this was the high point of his life. He moved
back east but had little further success. He moved again

and again, to Germany, Scotland and finally London
where he died of cancer on 5th May 1902.

The Luck of Roaring Camp is set in a mining town at the
time of the California Gold Rush of 1849. In January 1848,
a man building a sawmill with John A. Sutter in
Sacramento Valley, discovered gold. Sutter told everyone
to keep the discovery a secret but somehow the news
leaked out. The Gold Rush was actually started by a man
who owned a store near Sutter’s mill. He saw an
opportunity to make money from the prospectors. So in
May 1848 he went to San Francisco and told people
about the discovery... and bought a lot of supplies which
would be needed by the prospectors. Within a few
months, the news had spread around the world and
newspapers were spreading stories, largely untrue, of
fortunes made overnight. The Gold Rush truly started in
1849 with people from all walks of life drawn by the dream
of gold. The men from all over America and from Europe,
Australia and even China, were known as ‘Forty-Niners’. 

There was some truth in the stories of fortunes to be
made. In 1849 as a whole $10 million worth of gold was
mined. But the rush itself ensured that very few
prospectors made their fortune. For the owners of stores,
casinos and bars, however, it was a different story. Prices
of everyday goods rose to ridiculous levels and most
miners spent their free time drinking and gambling. But
although the Gold Rush did not make many fortunes, it
opened up the American West and many of the mining
communities became established settlements which
remained after the gold had run out.
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The following teacher-led activities cover the same
sections of text as the exercises at the back of the Reader
and supplement those exercises. For supplementar y
exercises covering shorter sections of the book, see the
photocopiable Student’s Activities pages of this Factsheet.
These are primarily for use with class readers but, with the
exception of the discussion and pair/groupwork activities,
can also be used by students working alone in a self-
access centre

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK
The American West was a dangerous place in the 1850s.
Put students into small groups. Ask them to imagine that
they are living in that place at that time. Which of these
jobs would they like/hate to have? Why? 

● a gambler

● a coach driver

● an outlaw – a person who takes things from other
people

● a cowboy – a person who works with cows and moves
them hundreds of miles to market

● a gold miner

● a river boat captain

● a sheriff – a policeman for a town

● a doctor

● a store owner

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING A SECTION

’The Luck of Roaring Camp’

Stumpy wants Roaring Camp to be a good place for a
baby to live in. Ask students to work in pairs and make a
list of Stumpy’s rules for Roaring Camp. Get students to
present and explain their rules and then choose the best
set of rules.

‘Miss Mullins of the Sierras’

The plot of this story is quite complicated.

Ask students to choose one of the following characters:

● Miss Mullins.

● Ramon Martinez

Put students in groups of the same character and ask
them to work out the story from the point of view of their
character.

‘A Portrait of Jack Hamlin’

1 Jack Hamlin gives Hannibal the job of telling Sophy
who he is and what he does. When Sophy hears, she
isn’t angry.

Put students in pairs to role play the conversation
between Hannibal and Sophy.

2 Sophy mets her sister in Aunt Chloe’s house. Put
students in pairs to role play the conversation between
the two sisters. Imagine that they each tell the other
the complete truth about what has happened to them
since they last met.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING THE BOOK
The stories are about good and evil. Ask students to
discuss the following points.

1 In which story or stories does something good change
something evil?

2 In which story or stories does something evil change
something good?

It will be useful for your students to know the following new words.

They are practised in the ‘Before You Read’sections of exercises at

the back of the book. (Definitions are based on those in the Longman

Active Study Dictionary.)

The Luck of Roaring Camp

cabin (n) a small house made of wood

camp (n) a place where people stay for a short time

cigar (n) something that people smoke made of tobacco leaves rolled
into a tube

female (adj) belonging to the sex that can have babies 

gold (n) a valuable soft yellow metal

hold (v) to have something in your hand or hands

luck (n) something good that happens by chance

take care of (v) do things for e.g. a baby /child or a sick person

Miss Mullins of the Sierras

coach (n) a closed vehicle with four wheels pulled by horses

collect (v) to take from different places or people

gallop (v) to run quickly – used for horses

judge (n) someone who decides how criminals should be punished

passenger (n) someone who is traveling in a vehicle but not driving it

signal (v) a sound, action or event that give someone information or
tells someone to do something

A Portrait of Jack Hamlin

artist (n) someone who produces pictures

deck (n) the flat upper part of a ship

gambler (n) someone who tries to win money by playing cards, etc.

heart (n) the part of the body inside your chest that pumps blood
around your body

organ (n) a musical instrument like a piano with large pipes to make
the sound

portrait (n) a painting of a person
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1 Work in pairs. The stories in this book happen in the
American West in around 1850. What do you know
about life in that place at that time?

2 Read the Introduction. Which story in this book is
about...?
(a) a coach driver
(b) a gambler
(c) a camp
(d) a girl who leaves her family
(e) a man who stops coaches
(f) a baby

‘The Luck of Roaring Camp’
1 Match the characters from the story with the

descriptions.
(a) Cherokee Sal
(b) Stumpy
(c) Kentuck
(d) Jinny
(e) Tom Luck
(i) a horse
(ii) Stumpy’s friend
(iii) the baby
(iv) the baby’s mother
(v) the man who took care of the baby

2 Discuss these questions in pairs. 
(a) Why did Stumpy help Cherokee Sal?
(b) Why did the men stand up at the same time?
(c) Why did they give the baby horse’s milk?
(d) Why did Stumpy put a hat by the baby’s box?
(e) Why did Kentuck’s face turn red?
(f) Why didn’t they bring a woman to the camp to

take care of the baby?
(g) Why did they call the baby ‘Luck’?
(h) Why did the camp start to change?
(i) Why were the men happy that summer?
(j) Why were the rivers dangerously full in the winter

of 1851?
(k) Why didn’t Stumpy leave Roaring Camp?

3 Find a suitable question to these answers.
(a) Because he said ‘Water will bring gold here again.’
(b) Because he wanted money for the baby.
(c) Because his mother died.
(d) Because it brought good luck to the camp.
(e) Because no good woman wanted to live there.
(f) Because Stumpy told the men to wash their

hands, change their clothes and be quiet.

(g) Because the baby caught his finger and held it.
(h) Because there was a lot of snow and it changed

to water.
(i) Because there were no other women at Roaring

Camp.
(j) Because they found a lot of gold.
(k) Because they heard the new baby’s cry.

‘Miss Mullins of the Sierr a s ’
1 The names of the characters are mixed up. Correct the

names.
(a) Yuba Thompson
(b) Ramon Byng
(c) Judge Hemmings
(d) Miss Martinez
(e) Eli Mullins
(f) Charley Pete
(g) French Bill

2 True or false ... or we don’t know?
(a) The woman on the coach was Eli Hemmings

daughter.
(b) The woman signaled from the coach.
(c) Martinez stopped the coach on Galloper’s Ridge.
(d) The expensive dresses belonged to the woman. 
(e) Charley Byng was really Ramon Martinez.
(f) The woman knew Byng was Martinez.
(g) At the end of the story, the woman was Mrs

Ramon Martinez.

3 Match each sentence with the correct reply from the
first two sections of the story (to ‘but he said nothing’
on page 17) 

(a) Do you think Martinez and his men are out
tonight?

(b) But why didn’t they come for us?
(c) They’re waiting for us up there now.
(d) I saw you go across Galloper ’s Ridge.
(e) Something strange happened tonight,
(f) Did you signal to somebody from the coach on

Galloper’s Ridge?
(g) Why did you signal to him?
(h) You’re taking these things in your box to the other

man?
(i) Does he have a job?
(j) What company does he work for?
(k) Is he man one of Martinez’s men?
(i) Because they didn’t see out lights.
(ii) Do you want to put money on it?
(iii) How did you see us?
(iv) I did.
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Activities before reading the book

Activities while reading the book
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(v) I didn’t see Martinez or his men on the road
tonight, but maybe they’re out.

(vi) I think it’s a Spanish company.
(vii) I wanted him to know something.
(viii) Maybe yes, maybe no.
(ix) Why? What happened?
(x) Yes, because he doesn’t have any money.
(xi) Yes, he’s a collector.

4 Here is a summary of the last part of the story.
Complete it with a suitable word from the box in each
space.

boxes   coach   daughter   eyes   gold   horses 
lover   man   men   passengers   things   wife   

(a) Miss Mullins and her lover followed the ... .

(b) The coach had Miss Mullin’s bags with her 
pretty... .

(c) The Judge married Miss Mullins and her ... at the
Sugar Pine Hotel.

(d) The two people got on their ... and left.

(e) Miss Mullins’ ... went on the coach to Sacramento.

(f) Bill’s boss said ‘Martinez’s men can’t sell their ...’

(g) ‘So now his men are taking the bags of ... .’

(h) Bill asked his boss about Eli Hemmings’ ... .

(i) He said ‘Eli Hemmings doesn’t have a daughter or
a ... .’

(j) Bill asked his boss about Martinez’s ... .

(k) He asked about a dark young man with black ... .

(l) The dark young ... was Ramon Martinez. 

‘A Portrait of Jack Hamlin’
1 The characters say these things in the first section of

the story (to ‘Good night’. on page 27). Which of the
sentences are true?
(a) Stratton...went to see a friend and made a mistake

about the time.

(b) The boat left him behind but he’ll come back for
you.

(c) There’s a young woman in there - she feels weak
and a little strange.

(d) She’s my sister’s daughter.

(e) Suddenly today we met on the boat.

(f) She’s on her way to San Francisco.

(g) ...and that’s my home.

(h) I was a schoolgirl and I lived with my sister and
her husband in a small town.

(i) He wanted to marry me.

(j) Her Aunt Rachel always gave her something when
she was sick.

2 Sophy finds out some things about Jack in the second
section of the story(to ‘I’ll kill Edward Stratton!’ on
page 35). Which of these things does she find out?

(a) He is a gambler.
(b) He can play the organ.
(c) He has two friends in Sacramento.

(d) He was very sick once and Chloe took care of
him.

(e) He wants to kill Stratton.

(f) He goes around with women.

3 Match the beginnings and endings of these sentences
from the third section of the story (to ‘you’ll be famous’
on page 37.)
(a) Sophy worked hard every day
(b) Hannibal told Sophy about Jack’s life,
(c) Jack was happy about this
(d) Her husband didn’t understand her
(e) Jack enjoyed Mr. Camperly’s wife,
(f) He was very happy and excited 
(g) Females want to look at something nice
(h) Aunt Chloe made lunch for Jack and Sophy,
(i) He’s dead
(j) Sophy remembered her life at home
(k) You left home
(l) One day she’ll hear about you
(i) almost a father on a visit to his child.
(ii) before she left with Stratton.
(iii) you’ll be famous.
(iv) and she sold some portraits.
(v) and she wanted to be with Jack.
(vi) and that’s the end of the story.
(vii) and wanted to see her in a month or two.
(viii) because you wanted to be an artist.
(ix) but Jack ate nothing.
(x) but only for a short time.
(xi) but she wasn’t angry.
(xii) when they sit for Sophy.

4 Number these events in order from the final section of
the story.

(a) A doctor’s wife wanted to see Jack.
(b) Aunt Chloe took the woman to Sophy’s room.
(c) Jack and Hannibal left Aunt Chloe’s house.
(d) Jack felt better.
(e) Jack was sick again.
(f) The doctor’s wife saw a portrait of Jack Hamlin in

a store window.
(h) The doctor’s wife went up the river and looked for

him.
(i) The man in the store told the woman about the

artist and the way to Aunt Chloe’s house.

Talk with another student:

1 Which story did you like the best? Why?

2 Which story has:

(a) interesting characters?
(b) a surprising ending?
(c) a good story?

Activities after reading the book


